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The Historical Evidence for the Resurrection of Jesus 
 
Apologetics comes from: 

 

1 Peter 3:15b (NIV) 
Always be prepared to give an “apologia” to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness 
and respect. 
 
The word apologia means “____________” or “____________”  
 
Apologetics is the evidence of the rational FAITH of Christianity 

using facts, logic, history, science, philosophy, and reason. 

 
Christianity isn’t a blind faith, it's a rational faith built on a solid 

historical and logical foundation.  

 
Is Christianity based ONLY on the teachings of Jesus? Did Jesus come 
only to SHOW us the way? ____, He came to ____ the way. 

 
Non-Christian historians who wrote about Jesus:  

• Cornelius Tacitus (The Annals & the Histories 44) 

• Josephus (Antiquities, 20.2100) 

• Suetonius 

• Plinius Secundus 

• Thallus 

• The Jewish Talmud 
 
The mystery that changed history was the ____________________!  

Most murder case convictions come from _____________________ 
evidence!!  
 
How do we know the grave was _________?  
For Christianity to survive in Israel, Jesus had to have ______________ 

risen from the dead. Their opponents said the body was ____________. 



 
The Minimal Facts 

 
Dr. Gary Habermas identified 12 facts considered historical,     
even by many skeptics:  

1. Jesus died by __________________. 

2. Jesus was ____________. 

3. Jesus’ death caused the disciples to despair and lose hope. 

4. The tomb was discovered to be ____________ just a few  
days later. 

5. The disciples had experiences they believed were literal 
appearances of the ____________ Jesus. 

6. The disciples were transformed from doubters to 
____________________. 

7. This resurrection message was the ______________ of 
preaching in the early church. 

8. This message was especially proclaimed in 
_________________. 

9. As a result of this preaching, the church was founded        
and __________. 

10. _____________ became the day of worship. 

11. ____________, brother of Jesus, a skeptic, was converted to 
the faith when he believed he saw the risen Jesus. He was 
then ________________ for his faith. 

12. Paul, a __________________ of Christianity, was also 
converted by an experience which he likewise believed to be 
an appearance of the resurrected Jesus. 

 

Tomb Empty By 
 

 
 

 

Natural Means    Supernatural Means 
 

 
 

The Resurrection 
 
 
 

HE IS RISEN!! 
 
 
 

5-6, 11-12   5-12 5-12 5, 11-12 4, 11 1, 4, 6 
Minimal Facts numbers that refute above claims. 
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Fate of the Apostles 

• Peter, Andrew & Simon: all crucified 

• 1st James: beheaded 

• 2nd James: sawed alive 

• Bartholomew: flayed alive 

• Thomas: speared in India 

• Jude: killed by arrows 

• Matthew: killed in Ethiopia 

• Phillip: killed in Hieropolis 

• James, brother of Jesus: executed in Jerusalem 

• Paul: executed in Rome 
 

It wasn’t just an empty grave. The Disciples said they’d seen Him, 
touched Him, watched Him eat, and then saw Him ascend into 
Heaven. Then they died for that PERSONAL claim. 
 
Key Apologetics Proofs: 

• Using science, we can prove that God exists and is 
supernatural – so supernatural things CAN happen.  

о Learn more: AgentXbook.noblindfaith.com 

• Using manuscript evidence, we can prove that the New 
Testament we have today is exactly what they wrote 2,000 
years ago. 

о Watch: bible.noblindfaith.com 

• Using history, we can prove Jesus existed and claimed to be 
God (see above). 

 
If God can create a universe, which is creating matter, energy, time, and 
life out of nothing, then raising someone from the dead is a rather 
simple feat. 
 
Given all this, and the elimination of other possible options, we are 
left with only one option: 
 
 

HE is __________! 
 
 
Do you have kids? They need to learn apologetics.  
Get Daily Apologetics for Kids Volume 1 for ages 6-11 online: 
a4k1.noblindfaith.com 
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The Historical Evidence for the Resurrection of Jesus 
 
Apologetics comes from: 

 

1 Peter 3:15b (NIV) 
Always be prepared to give an “apologia” to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness 
and respect. 
 
The word apologia means “defend” or “argue”  
 
Apologetics is the evidence of the rational FAITH of Christianity 

using facts, logic, history, science, philosophy, and reason. 

 
Christianity isn’t a blind faith, it's a rational faith built on a solid 

historical and logical foundation.  

 
Is Christianity based ONLY on the teachings of Jesus? Did Jesus come 
only to SHOW us the way? No, He came to be the way. 

 
Non-Christian historians who wrote about Jesus:  

• Cornelius Tacitus (The Annals & the Histories 44) 

• Josephus (Antiquities, 20.2100) 

• Suetonius 

• Plinius Secundus 

• Thallus 

• The Jewish Talmud 
 
The mystery that changed history was the empty grave!  
Most murder case convictions come from circumstantial 
evidence!!  
 
How do we know the grave was empty?  
For Christianity to survive in Israel, Jesus had to have physically risen 
from the dead. Their opponents said the body was stolen. 



 
The Minimal Facts 

 
Dr. Gary Habermas identified 12 facts considered historical,     
even by many skeptics:  

1. Jesus died by crucifixion. 

2. Jesus was buried. 

3. Jesus’ death caused the disciples to despair and lose hope. 

4. The tomb was discovered to be empty just a few days later. 

5. The disciples had experiences they believed were literal 
appearances of the risen Jesus. 

6. The disciples were transformed from doubters to 
proclaimers. 

7. This resurrection message was the center of preaching in the 
early church. 

8. This message was especially proclaimed in Jerusalem. 

9. As a result of this preaching, the church was founded and 
grew. 

10. Sunday became the day of worship. 

11. James, brother of Jesus, a skeptic, was converted to the faith 
when he believed he saw the risen Jesus. He was then 
executed for his faith. 

12. Paul, a persecutor of Christianity, was also converted by an 
experience which he likewise believed to be an appearance 
of the resurrected Jesus. 

 
Tomb Empty By 

 

 
 

 

Natural Means    Supernatural Means 
 

 
 

The Resurrection 
 
 
 

HE IS RISEN!! 
 
 
 

5-6, 11-12   5-12 5-12 5, 11-12 4, 11 1, 4, 6 
Minimal Facts numbers that refute above claims. 

 S
to

le
n

 b
y
 D

is
c

ip
le

s
 

  W
ro

n
g

 T
o

m
b

 
  M

o
v
e

d
 b

y
 t

h
e

  
J

e
w

s
 o

r 
R

o
m

a
n

s
 

  H
a
ll

u
c

in
a

ti
o

n
  

  D
a
v
e

 T
h

e
o

ry
 

  S
w

o
o

n
e

d
 



 
Fate of the Apostles 

• Peter, Andrew & Simon: all crucified 

• 1st James: beheaded 

• 2nd James: sawed alive 

• Bartholomew: flayed alive 

• Thomas: speared in India 

• Jude: killed by arrows 

• Matthew: killed in Ethiopia 

• Phillip: killed in Hieropolis 

• James, brother of Jesus: executed in Jerusalem 

• Paul: executed in Rome 
 

It wasn’t just an empty grave. The Disciples said they’d seen Him, 
touched Him, watched Him eat, and then saw Him ascend into 
Heaven. Then they died for that PERSONAL claim. 
 
Key Apologetics Proofs: 

• Using science, we can prove that God exists and is 
supernatural – so supernatural things CAN happen.  

о Learn more: AgentXbook.noblindfaith.com 

• Using manuscript evidence, we can prove that the New 
Testament we have today is exactly what they wrote 2,000 
years ago. 

о Watch: bible.noblindfaith.com 

• Using history, we can prove Jesus existed and claimed to be 
God (see above). 

 
If God can create a universe, which is creating matter, energy, time, and 
life out of nothing, then raising someone from the dead is a rather 
simple feat. 
 
Given all this, and the elimination of other possible options, we are 
left with only one option: 
 
 

HE is RISEN! 
 
 
Do you have kids? They need to learn apologetics.  
Get Daily Apologetics for Kids Volume 1 for ages 6-11 online: 
a4k1.noblindfaith.com 
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